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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A novel approach for selecting communications channels and participants with 
which to communicate based on channel performance and transferring management 
functions between participants in a communications arrangement is disclosed. According 
to one aspect of the invention, a particular channel is selected based on channel 
performance and channel identification data is provided to a participant that sends a 
response on a channel selected based on the channel identification data. According to 
another aspect of the invention, a particular participant is selected from a group of 
participants based on the performance of a particular channel. According to yet another 
aspect, an associate master participant is selected to assume responsibilities for functions 
assigned to the master participant if any of a set of handoff criteria are satisfied. For 
example, the associate master participant may assume the role of the master participant if 
the master participant can no longer perform the functions. 
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